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1. AS DCM SIMMS INDICATED TO HEAVNER, I WAS UNABLE TO 
SECURE APPOINTMENT WITH MINISTER OP EXTERNAL APPAIRS 
HENRY PORDE, WHO HAS BEEN EXTREMELY BUSY, AND THEREPORE 
SENT HIM A LETTER SOLICITIING THE VIEWS OP THE GOB ON 

THE PUTURE CONDUCT OF THE INQUIRY. 

2. TEXT THIS LETTER FOLLOWS: 

"DEAR MR. MINSTER: 

"AS INDICATED BY THE PROPOSAL POR AN EXCHANGE OP 

VIEWS ON THE CUBANA DC-8 CRASH, CONTAINED IN THE SECRETARY 

OP STATE'S RECENT LETTER TO YOU, WE ARE DETERMINED TO 

DO ALL IN OUR POWER TO PREVENT TERRORISM AND BRING 

TERRORISTS TO JUSTICE. WE ARE ANXIOUS TO COOPERATE 

WITH THE GOVERNMENT OP BARBADOS AS APPROPRIATE TO ACHIEVE 

THIS END. 

"IN REGARD TO THE CURRENT JURIDICAL ENQUIRY INTO THE 
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EXTENDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF BARBADOS TO PARTICIPATE, AND 
WE WANT TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE. 

"WE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE INQUIRY WAS 'TO MAKE RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS ... IN RESPECT TO AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT PREVENTION 
AND SAFETY MEASURES; AND TO FURNISH THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
WITH A WRITTEN REPORT OF THE SAID INQUIRY AND RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS.' THUS, WE UNDERSTOOD THE INQUIRY WAS TO BE TECHNICAL 
IN NATURE. 

"WE WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING THE VIEWS OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF BARBADOS ON HOW THE INQUIRY WILL BE CONDUCTED IN THE 
FUTURE. WE NEED TO KNOW WHAT THE NEXT MEETING IS LIKELY TO 
ENTAIL SO THAT WE CAN DETERMINE WHAT OUR REPRESENTATION 
SHOULD BE. WE HAD EXPECTED A TECHNICAL INQUIRY, ONLY TO BE 
CONFRONTED BY SLANDEROUS CUBAN ACCUSATIONS, AND WE WANT TO 
BE PREPARED IF SUCH ALLEGATIONS ARE LIKELY TO BE REPEATED 
AT THE NEXT MEETING. 

"WE WANT TO CONTINUE TO COLLABORATE CLOSELY WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF BARBADOS IN THIS AND OTHER MATTERS AND ATTACH 
GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE MAINTENANCE OF THE EXISTING GOOD 
RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS. WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT 
THE SPIRIT AND ATMOSPHERE ESTABLISHED IN THE RECENT 
WASHINGTON MEETINGS WITH YOURSELF AND OTHERS WILL BE 
CONTINUED AND WE WILL DO EVERYTHING IN OUR POWER TO SEE 
THAT SUCH IS THE CASE. 

"IN CLOSING, I SHOULD LIKE TO STRESS THAT NOTHING IN 
THIS LETTER SHOULD BE CONSTRUED AS AN INDICATION THAT WE 
ARE IN ANY WAY DISPLEASED WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF BARBADOS 
BECAUSE OF THE UNFORTUNATE TURN THE FIRST SESSION OF THE 
INQUIRY TOOK. WE DO NOT, OF COURSE, HOLD THE GOVERNMENT 
OF BARBADOS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BEHAVIOR OF THE CUBAN 
REPRESENTATIVES AT THE INQUIRY. 

"WITH BEST PERSONAL REGARDS. SINCERELY, THEODORE R. 

BRITTON, JR., AMERICAN AMBASSADOR." 

3. FORDE'S REPLY HAS NOT YET BEEN RECEIVED; WHEN IT IS, 
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IT WILL BE FORWARDED TELEGRAPHICALLY. WE KNOW, HOWEVER, 

THAT HE HAS READ OUR LETTER AND IS AWARE OF OUR CONCERNS. 
BRITTON 

NOTE BY OCT: DISTRIBUTION PER MR. MACK S/S-0. 
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